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Reverend fir, _ 
HE motion made in yours 


= Prayer, hath 


much affeed me , and 
hath occaſzoned. ſome workings of 


my thoughts, which though (in a 
conſcience of mine own weakneſs 1 
more than once laid aſide, yet they 
Still return'd upon me ; and I do 
now bere offer the reſult of them 
to your Confederation. 

We all know and teach, that . 
they are only returning and refor- © 
ming. Prayers that will prevail 
with God; and "tis to be doubted, 
tbat in this dead and decayed age 
there are too many profeſſors who 
will joyn in the deſrgn of Prayer, 
whom this must ſerve inſtead of 

A 2 Re- 


Reformation, "tis to ſuch eſpecially 
that the Direzons in the incloſed 
Papers are intended. I ſend them 
zo you, deſering you to read them, 
and then to dowhat you pleaſe with 
them; beſeeching you, and truſting 
upon your friendly faithfulneſs here- | 
7n, thar you will take your full free- 
dom, either to keep them in ſulence 
to your ſelf, or elſe to communicate 
and make them publick. I ſhould 
thankfully accept of any expung- 
ings, alterations or additions that 
you ſhall think needful. T he Lord 
pardon the failings, and accept the 
fencere aims of my ſoul herein. To 


bis Grace I commend you, and in | 
cu Dear Sir, |? 
Your unworthy Friend 
"% \ | and Servant, 
WW 1-3-4 RICHARD ALLEIN. 
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PRAYER 


Directions for Improvement in Grace and Pri- 
(tical Godlinefſs, ee, 


IO make way for, and to preſs to the diligenr 
obſerving the following DireMons, let theſe 
things be premiſed. 

1. That. the Power of Religion is much fal- 
len, at leaft is at a ſtand, 4mongſt mulcitudes 
of Profeſſors in Zxgland. . Sure this needs no proof, when we 
have ſo many fad ocular Demonſtrations hereof before us. > 

2. That for this, the Lofd hath a controverſie with us at 
this day, Rev. 2+ 4+ Whatevet controverſie the Lord hath 
with the Belia!s actos, whoſe hortible wickedneſs hath: 
even repined thein fof vengeance, his ſpecial quarrel ſeems 
to be with his own people. We =_y gueſs againſt whomthe 
ſpecial anger is, by obſerving at whole faces chiefly his ar- 
rows are levelled. Againſt whom do our enemies (the rod 
of his anger) make a wide mouth, atid draw forth the tongue, 
and lift up their fierceſt hands ? 

3. No Prayers will avail, nor have the leaft helpin them, 
but the Prayers of ſuch, with whom the Lords controverfie 
is taken upand compoſed ; thoſe with whom he hath a par- 
ticular quarrel, are like to be unhappy Mediatorsfor others. 
wm chule the favourites of Pritices to be our Interceſſors with 
them. - . 
4. There cah be ho taking up Gods controverſie, wnleſs 
the rhatter of it be removed by repentance and reforrmariori, 

A 3 Rtv, 
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Rev.2.8.14.1.1$5,16,18.When ye mabe many prayers,T will not heat 
your >= are full of blood ; dh gs male e you clean, 8c. _ 
now,” and Tet "us Trafon together. Joſh. 7. 10. Get — 

fore lieft thou thus upon thy face ? I Fae hath ſinned—they have 
taken the norms thing ; and». 12. I will not be with you any 
More, 0xc _ Fhjng be deſtroyed from ai you. . Is 
there hey es thing _ong even the Profefſorgof Re- 
hgion ! ky ! the wedg Gold, and the Babyloniſh gar- 


ment, their pride and their covetouſneſs, hid'in their hearts 


for a tent, Go ſearch out{theſe, 'and every other accurſed 
thing within you, let them be deſtroyed if ye would have 
__ hore me be at. _ 

__ ſucha ſpirit of Prayer ſtir*du 
_ as thay have his fruitunto HolineG, and real — 
of the eribof our ways 3 this would comfort us, and give us 


great hopes in the hardeſt caſes." 
6. T - wot our crying to God for his help, in oe 
my n= ye our eye  ſheat;l be firſt 


ly upon, and-we Mok reſt with the Lord for the: =o 


ning, purging, and ſanRification of our own hearts and 


lives 3, wherein if we prevgll not, we ſhall be as a rotten | mk. 

or 1 bone 6ut of of jon, for for” any help there 15 11 us, 

oueg wedo; we up a ſpirit of HolinetiÞn ous 
ſelves, a ſpirit « of Love, wer, and of a ſound: Vead 
we are norlike t'do any thing (e, in,prayingdown 


wes _ NPE jthe he Dt give us leave; t0'vifir 


T wilt bur carry our hardand un- 
circumci hearts with us 1+ Ws olnioe get to be of _ 
Lordsholy Ones, though we make many Prayers, pet 
hear, here'rhe intereſt and t he ON the peop 
lye, iti the ſhedding abroad of Sor Tu le of oh 
_ ſpirit uponthem 3 for this, t ag ſhould we firſtly 


” "Tis not raying alone that will do : to the bromine on 
our 7 7Þ miepe there muſt be alſo a conſtant and ſedulous 


uſe of all Gods other means, ih'our whole courſe of Life. 
8. Some. of theſe mgans are preſented in the, following 


DireRions, * * £77 
| 1, General Diriftions. i 


Dire&..'r, "Taki #p d dee and ſerious deſign of Ste in” * 


advance in ſerious Religion. Sit not down by, "take "hot up 
with what you have already attained, bur reſolve for reach- 
mg forward, and following after cowards that which you 
have not artained 3 z content not your ſelyes to drive gently 


on; 
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6n , 4 your fleſhwill beat, - but ſtrt up grids; fol- 
low hard fret the Lord ; atid ler this be the defiberars de- 
cree and jtirerit of your hearts. Say to thine” Hear, How is 
with me ? Doth my Soul proſper ? Are my ways fach as 
Hoe theLord ? What is mine expeRarion and mine hope ? 

at 3s the zi and buſineſs of -my life ? Is ir chat Chriſt 
_—_ magnified by me, and that I may be made parraker 
of his Holinefs, and ſhew forth his Vertues in my generarti- 
on ? Can I fay withthe Apoſtle, To me to liv? is Chriſt ? Ah 
wretch thar I am! how deeply hath this ſelf, and this world 
gone ſhares with my Lord ! O! how little of my time, my 
parts, my ſtrerigth, yea, and of my very heart alfo have been 
Inclofed and conſecrated - as Holineſs rothe Lord ! how much 
of me hath been lefr out in common for the world ? Well, 
but whar meaneft chou for the future ? Wilt thou hence- 
forth change the purpoſe and intehr of thine heart ? Come 
man, wilt rake up a deſign for, 'and henceforth 'determine 
and fer thine -heart upon a tnore watchful, fruitful, and 
heavenly life? If thon wilt not be brought to decree, and 
reſolve upou a better life, much leſs wilt thou be perſwaded 


aQually ro it. Whar's begitn well, is half done; and an 


holy defign deeply laid, is a good beginning.” 


DireQ. 2.' Let Gods Calls fo extraordinary prayer, and a ſmmſe 
4 the neceſſity of your recovery and reformation, to your prevailing 
1 prayer, quicken you 6u in the vigorous Phrſuance of your holy deſigis 
Now 1s a time wherein you have your hearts at the advan- 
tage, having ſuch weighty arguments before you , and the 
opportunity of.doing two. ſuch great things more, as the 
faving of your ſelves, and alfo of the people, both from mt- 
quity and calamity. | F 


Dire. 3. Do 7 ao, in purſuance bereof, in the name of the 
Lord Feſus. Be notdiſcouraged at any proſpet of difficulty, 
truſtin him for his help. 'Encourage your hearrs with the 
words of the Apoftle, Phil. 4. 13. I hail be 4b: to do dll 
things through Chriſt that flrengthens me. 


Dire. 4. Ketp yous eye a1d your heart much upon God and the 
other world ; Be able to ſay with the Apoſtle, Phil. 4, 20. 
Our Converſation is in Heaven; that 1s, there the buſineſs of 
our life lies; and that not only above ſpiritual and heavenly 
things, but with God himſelf. Live at the fountain and ſpring- 

| "pe. > WS head; 


” j 
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head ; thence all your light, and life , and holineſs, and 
muſt flow down. Be much in looking upwatds ; and 
in a glaſs the glory of the Lord, you will be chan- 
-ged from Glory to glory, into the ſame Image, 2 Cor. 3. 18. 
Look much and often upon the things that are not ſeen, if 
ye would be delivered from the power and malign- influ- 
ence of the things that are ſeen; let your eye be upon the 
Sun, and you will ſee a dimneſs and: darkneſs upon the 
Earth ; get you cloathed with the Sun, and you will get the 
Moon under your feet. 


Dire&. $8. See that there be no allowed fin in your bearts or 
praffice, Plal. 66. 18. If I regard Tniquity in mine heart, God 
will not bear my prayer, nor help me. An allowed fin is as 
the dead fleſh in the wound 3 whatever methods or medi- 
cines be taken, there will be no healing till the dead fleſh 
beeaten off; you may profeſs,and pray, and hear all your life 
long, and -yet will never proſper whileſt you are privy to 
any one indulged fin, 


_ . DireRt. 6, Be conſtant and inſtant in dayly, ſecret, and family 
prayer. Let not extraordinary Prayer excuſe your ordinary ; 
and let not your negle& of ordinary Prayer unfit you for 
extraordinary ; Let not your way to your Cloſer be untrod. 
He that holds his acquaintance in Heaven by being often 
with God, will be the. meſt like to prevail with God in the 
moſt preſſing and difficult caſes 3 thoſe that are much in 
Prayer, thoſe are the men that uſeto be mighty in Prayer. 


Dire. 9. In all your praying, both ordinary and extraordina- 
5y,. let your eye be, (I ſay not chiefly, but) fſily #Þon the caſe of 
your own Souls : What improvement you obtain here will be 
of this double advantage ; 1. There will be the more hope of 
your being heard for the publick. 2. If the Lord be net 


prevailed with for publick mercies and delivcrances, yet you * 


' will be the better prepared for ſufferings. If God ſhould ſhew 
mercy as to the publick, ſhould ſcatter our clouds, and blow 

over our ſtorms, ſhould cauſe our lighcto break forth as the 

morning, and our righteouſneſs alſo as the noon-day ; yet 

What would all this be to thee, who art unrighteous ? What 
would it be to thee, if in all the Land of Goſken there ſhould 
be light, and thou in the midſt thereof ſhouldeſt be cove- 
red cver with the darkneſs of Egypt ; if there ſhould be dew 

on all the. gra ofthe field, and thy fleece only ſhould oy 

| - 1 
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if thou ſhouldeſt liye to ſee.thy people a ſaved people, and 
an holy and fruitful Nation, and thou ſhould'ſt ſtand as a 
withered and dry Tree amongſt all the flouriſhing Cedars? 
Get up thine own heart into good proof 3 or whatever ſpi- . 
ritual plenty thou maiſt ſee in Jſrae!, yet thou wilt not ear 
thereof. Talk*no more of thine hopes of ſeeing good days, 
how little would that be to thee, unleſs thou get thee a 
better heart ? 


Dire&. 8. Let you prayers be followed with a conſlagt care of 
your ways, Letnot your praying ſerve you inſtead of _—_ 
ring and reforming, but let it quicken you /to your whole 

"duty ; let your entring into your Cloſet be your aſcending 
heavenwards z "ind let nor your returnsthence be the falling | 
down of your Souls from Heaven to Earth. Let your duties 
and ways be all of a piece; live hke praying Chriſtians. Lex 
not the ſpirituality of your mornings evenings, counte» 
nance or encourage you in your all-day. carnality. Be in the 
fear of the Loyd all ihe aay long, Prov. 23. 17+ 


| DireR. 9. Whatever incomes you receive from God into your own 
| Souls, be free in diſperſing to others: 1 mean 1n a way of holy 
diſcourſe and conference. Diſperſiing and communicating 
35 the beſt way to thriving, Prov. 11. 24+ There is that ſcatter- 
eth, andyet increaſeth ;, there is that withholdtth,. and it tendeth to - 
poverty. "Tis true with reſpe& to ſpirituals aswell asto tem- 
porals. There are none that grow more nich towards God, 
than thoſe, who by bringing forth what they have received, 
labour ro make others rich alſo. Give the holy fire within 
you'a vent, and it will burn the clearer. Keep not your Re- 
ligien to your ſelves; let your full cup run over, Rt your 
lips drop as the honey-comb, let your mouth be a well of 
life, and your lips feed many, Prov. 10, 1t, Build up one 
another in the moſt Holy Faith; provoke one another 
to love and to good works ; let your Fanuties, your Wives 
a and Children, your Neighbours and Acquaintance , have 
light from your Candle, and be warmedby your Fire. Doubt- 
p leſs its one ſpecial part of Gods quarrel with Chriſtians, That 
| they are ſo very many of them, of ſuch carnal and unfavoury 
converſes. Is ir | thy ] caſe ? haſt thou this to charge upon th 
ſelf? O! amend, amend, and fee that thou continue nor fi 
a barren Soul z as low as*tis with thee in grace, think not t@ 
riſe high, unleſs thou wilt make better uſe of what thou haſt. 


| 4 2. Par- 


=— 
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2. Particular Direffions. | 


Dire&.' 1. Conſider what it is whereto you have already attain- 
ed, and bt thi 5 and thence be encouraged to preſs on, wid hopt 
or more. Haſt thou obtained Grace from the Lord'? and 

th he cauſed his Grace to abound towards thee, and int 
thee? 'and haſt thou a witneſs within thee that thou haſt 
not received the Grace of Sod invain ? But doſt thou ſtudy 4 
to walk _— that Grace wherein thu ſtandeſt ? © re- 
zjoyce in the / and ler all within thee bleſs his Hol A 
Name; and take what thou haſt thus received as an earneſt 
of more. Set thy foot upon the netk of every mottified 
luſt,” rakethe moreheart to thee to go on in the fight, and 

rejoyce in hope of a total and final victory, The Soldier, 

when one Wing'of -his Enemies Army. 1s routed, or: they 

do bur-give ground, -and begin to fall, this raiſes his cou- 

rage, and he falls more ſmartly on. Go thou and do like- | 
wiſe ; and let thy beginning, much more thy. growth in 
Grace, and 'thy experiences hereof, be the oiling of thy 
wheels, for thy more vigorous following on after, yet agrea- 
ter increaſe, | 


Dire&. 2. Confider what your ſpecial corruptions, infiimities, 
wants, negleits, temptations, or your moſt ordinary falls ave. 
i. What your ; owng corruptions are, how far forth you 6s 
have conquered them, and where you ſtick. In ſome pro- 
feſſors, Pride in others Covetouſnieſs; in others, Senſuality 3; 
m others, Sloathfalneſs; in others, Peeviſhneſs, or Froward- 
neſs, or the likez may have gotren ſuch head in them, that 
theſe weeds overtop, and even choak up all their flowers, 
2. What yon hart wants or weakneſſes are in- point of 
Grace ;| what Grates they are, whether Faith, or Love, or 
Peacefulneſs, or Meekneſs, or Hunnlity, *or Patience, &c. . 
wherein you are moſt deficient orweak. 3. Whar Duties | 
_ they are, as either Prayer, Meditation, Communing with your 
own hearts, &.' which you are moſt apt to negleR, or find 
moſt difficult to go' comfortably through. 4. What Temptati- - 
ons they are, by which you are moſt commonly aſſaulted or 
foiled. $5. What your moſt ordinary Falls are in point of 
pra&ice, And here let Profefiors of Religion be warned | 
ro conſider, if they be not overtaken (beſides many others) L 
by ſome of theſe fput, evils. 1. An over-eager and gree- 
dy following after the World : Tic zealof ſome mens ſpi- | 
| rits 
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rits after riches, hath eaten up all their zeal of God. O! 
into what poverty hath thy fallen, whilſt thou haſt 
been ſo bufic in the world, and haſt felt the proſperities 
thereof come crouding in upon thee ! Some rich Profeſſors 
may remember the days of 'ald , and be troubled. This 
thought, When I was buta little one in th's world, then 
was .1t better with me than now'; this thought may be an 
Arrow in their hearts, and kill the joy, and let our the 
juyce and ſweetneſs of their greateſt abundance. I remem- 
ber the kindneſs of my youth, and the love of tnine eſpou- 
fals ; but O where am I now ! my very riſing hath given me 
the fall.2. A liberty for carnal jollity,a jovial and vainly mer- 
ry life, ſuch there are, who have left off to walk mournfully 
before the Lord of Hoſts, and: have given themſelves tolive 
—_ with the World; who have given over to ,w 
with them that weep, and are fallen in to laugh with them 
that laugh 3 to jeſt and ſport, and be vajn withthe vain ones, 
yea and it may be to drink and ro fit by it with thoſe that 
drink. It's now grown too creditable to frequent drinking 
Houſes : Tradeſmen that are Profeſſors, eſpecially -in Cities 
or great Towns, how ordinarily do they, upon pretence of 
diſpatch: of buſineſs, fit many hours over a diſh of Coffee, 
or a Cup of Ale, or a glaſs of Sack ; and carry it fo, that 
they can hardly be diſtinguiſhed from the good Fellows of 
the wortd, but perhaps by this only, That they are not 
down-right drunken into Beaſts. If there be a liberty of 
ſuch Houſes, and meetings - in them ſometimes 

(as perhaps it may) yer ler not this liberty be uſed as an oc- 
caſion to'the: fleſh. + 3. Gaudineſs or over-coſtlineſs in Ap- 
parel, wherein ſome cf them glitter and ſhine amongſt the 
greateſt Gallanrs of the Earth. Some amongſt profeſſors 
do not only ſhun, bur diſdain and deſpiſe the old telf-deny- 
al that was wont to be among Chriſtians in thefe and the like 
particulars, as if they were {et art liberty by the Goſpel from 
the Laws .of Chriſt, as well as' from the Law of Moſes. To 
theſe three let me add one evil more: 4 . A negle& of your 
Families z of the Inſtructing, Catechiſing, and due diſcipli- 
ning them 3 the conſequents of which neglet are very ſadly 
fo be ſeen in the ignorance, errors, rudeneſs and diforder- 
li-eſs abounding amongſt many of them : thereare not afew 
who take ſome care of themſelves, but leave the bridle on 
the necks of theirs, and reap many heart-breakinggrops mn 
them, as the fruits.of their 'own negligence. © ler holy 
Foſbua's reſolution be -yours :- As for me and mine bouſe, we 
will jerv? the Lord, Jolh. 24.15, Now 
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Now diligently ſearch and conſider thy ſelf in all theſe 
things ; and when thou haſt faithfully ſtudied thy ſelf and 
thy ways, and haſt found what it is' that thou art'moſt pec- 
cant or wanting "in, and moſt prejudiced and hindred by z 
then conclude, here my great difficulty yes, and therefore here 
my great work lies, ifever I would proſper, to get this or 
that corruption to be mortified, this or that grace 
ſuch and ſuch remptarions to be ſhunned or provi 


: And ſuch and ſuch faults to be-amended, now I have found 


” 


what hinders me; and that which doth hinder, will hin- 
der, till it be taken out of the way.. , 


DireQ. 3. Bend the main force of all your Religion upon thoſe 
very points wherein you are moſt failing of faulty. The Devil will 
allow us to bebuſic in other matters of Religion, ſo he can 
but keep us off from thoſe things where our great ſtreſſes 
lies : And the deceitful heart will take up withthat which 1s 
moſt eafje and pleaſant, that thereby it may the better: ſhift 
it (elf of that which is more hard, and would go to the 
quick with it. We. never purge or bleed to purpoſe, nll 
we hit upon-the right humour, and ftrike the right vein, 

This is to a& rationally, and in judgment; to bend our 
great ſtrength there, where our great difficulty or weakneſs 


lies. When you have by ſearching found out what you 


moſtly ſtick -arz ler it be your firſt grand errand in every 
Prayer, whether ordinary or extraordinary, to beg ſpecial 
help in this particular caſe : yc ur weakneſs in any partcular 
grace orduty, the power of any particular luſt, corruption, 
or temptation, your moſt ordinaty and conimon falls in 
poiht of converſation ; let theſe have a ſpecial place in eve- 
ry prayer you-make : And alſo let them be moſt heedfully 
watched and laboured againſt in your lives. Turn in the 
ſtrength of Prayer, and watchfulneſs upon the ſtrengrh of 


.Sin 3 let your main batteries be againſt the ſtrong holds 3; - 


and where your walls are weakned, there. ſet the ſtrongeſt 
guard and watch, | 


Dire&t. 4. Meaſure your frofitiency in Religion , by the power | 
you git in thoſe particulars, wherein you bave been moſt deficient or 
faulty, Judge nor your ſelves by thoſe rhings which are moſt 
eafie in Religion, but by your coming off in your molt, diffi- 
cult caſe. | 

Some profeſſors may at times ſeem to be full of good affe- 
&ions, ſtrangely elcyated and enlarged mn their prayers ; 

yea; 
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yea, and to hve in ſo great peace, 2s to take themſelves 
to have attained to the riches of full afſurance, and yer for 
allchis may bz but very poor Chriſtians all the while. Ler 
them be asked, How 1s it with your Soul ? O! TbleG the 
Lord, I findit very comfortable : I have ſweer communion - 
with God in Prayer, and I live in rhe ſweet and refreſhing 
hghr of his countenance ; he waſheth my ſteps with Butter, 
and his Sun ſhineth upon my paths; I thank the Lord I go 
comfortably on. But ſtay man, How 1s it with thine old 
corruptions ? Thou wer't once intolerably proud, or 
ward, or earthly, or a jolly and vainly merry ſoul; wha 
ground haſt thou gotten of thoſe very corruptions under 
which thou moſt groanedft ? How is it with thee with reſpe& 
to temptation ? Doſt thou fear and fly from temptation, and 
do what thou canſt to keep thy ſelf our of harms way ? and 
when thou falleſt into tempration, when thou art aally 


tempted to Pride or Covetouſneſs, when thou art provok 


ropaſſion or impatience, how goes it with thee then ? ho 
ſtandeft thou in the day of temptation ? How is it with thee 
in regard of thy wonted evils in thy converſation ? Haſt 
thou ſounded a retreat from thy eager chaſe after the great 
things of the world ? Thou haſt been a Zealot for encreafing 
thine earthly Subſtance, art thou now hecome more mods- 
rate : Thou wertonce a ſloathful, lazy ſoul in the matters of 
God, art thou now more diligent and induſtrious? art thou 
fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord ? Thou oncelivedſt a jolly, 
frothy and merry life, doſt thou now carry it with more ſe- 
riouſneſs ) Haſt thou left thy lying and deceitful dealing ? 
Thou haſt been a ſelf-ſeeker, and a fleſh-pleaſer, but canſt 
ſay, through the Grace of God, I have now betaken my 
ſelf to a ſelf-denying-life ; and doeſt thou deny thy felf in 
thoſe very things wherein thou wert uſed moſt to ſeek thy 
ſelf ? Pur thy ſelf upon a cloſe and ſevere trial here ; ayd 
know that if the ſtrong hold be not battered and broken, if 
thine old luſts do ſhll hold their -power in thee, if the old 
ſore be ſtill iffuing our, the old ſtream be ſtill running its 
courſe; if thou canſt not ſay, I have kept mefrom | mine] 
iniquity, orat leaſt am fghring more reſolvedly againſt it; 
if thou ſtill ſtickeſt where thou werr wont to ſtick (wharſoe- 
ver fluſh thou ſeemeſt to have of good affe&ions, (whatſoever 
confidence thou haſt of thy goo Gn 'ris a ſure ſign 
It is not ſo well with thee. Look ro what degree of ſucceſs 
thou haſt attained in thoſe things wherein thy great difficulty 
lay 3 to ſuch a degree of ſoul-proſperity thou haſt atrained, 
and no more. Direct 
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Dire. 5, Meaſure your hopes of the Anſwer of your Prayers 
for the publick, by your experience of their ſpeeding in your own par- 
ticular caſes, If thy fin can ſtand before all thy prayers, thy 
: Enemies, feats ,.and dangers are not like to fall ever the 

ſooner for ſuch praying z what God may do upon the prayers 
of others, thou knoweſt not ; but nothing is like to go-rhe 
better for thee. If thou haſt 'run with the foot men (with- 
m thee) and rheſe have been too hard for thee, how wilt, 
thou concend with them that ride upon horſes ? If thou canſt 
not ſtop - the muddy ſtreams of thine own ciſtern, how wilt - 
thou ſland before the ſwelling of 7ordar ? If thy prayers 
poet ſo little to the ſerting thine own heart, or thine own 
e inorder, how canſtthink they will doany thing againſt 
the hoſts of the uncircumciſed ; God heareth not ſinners 3 nor 
only ſuch finners as arc ina ſtate of fin, and totally aliena- 
ted from the life of God, but even ſuch alſo, who though 
for the main, they have been once waſhed in the blood of 
Chriſt, are again falien into, and wallowing in the mud and 
mire of any one allowed fin ; they are all like to be but mi- 
ſerable comforters in the day of diſtreſs. , Remetnber that 
Scripture mentioned before, Pſal. 65, 18. If I rqgardiniqui- 
#1 in my heart, God will not bear my prayer. 

Bur on the other ſide, if thou doſt obtain, if thou doſt 

vail in thine own perſonal caſe, this hath good hope ini t. 

is an argument that thy Prayers are accepted with God 3 
and if the accept thee when thou prayeſt for thy ſelf, 
or for thine houſe, thence the greater hope will ſpring that 
he will accept thee when thou prayeſt for his own houſe anq 
people. Andif he doth accept thee for them, he will ej. 
ther deliver them out of their diſtreſs, and thou ſhalt have 
the honour to be one of thoſe for whoſe ſake deliverance 
comes; or if he ſhould not grant thy requeſt as to the pub- 
lick,yer he will not fail ro give thee thine own ſoul for a prey, 
thoagh he do not give thee the hves of them that fail with 
thee in the Ship. 

And now you ſee the beſt way that is open to you, to 
help at a pinch, to fave the poor diſtrefled Churches of God 
m this time of their need, ſuch praying as may- have its 
fruit unto holineſs in your ſelves ; by-this you may do much 
to promote the holineſs and happineſs of the people 3; if any 
thing, this will do it. | 

Wherefore gird up your loyns, and ſet. in good earneſt 
npon this ſeaſonable and mighty duty. Go into your cloſets, 
htr up your hearts, draw forth your ſouls, pour out your 
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rears, weep in your prayer, weep over your own and the 

es fon and fears, and bow your felyes with your moe 
the Lord ; this once try whes you. cnn day ry the 

ſtrength of Prayer. Pray all to rights op # ve. and ar 

home, and then ſeek and cry, and wreſtle, - truſt, and 

wait for the Salvation of God to be revealed in due time 

upon his people. 

Let us at lengthhear the concluſion of the whole matter, 
what ſhall be the fruit of all this : What will you now do ? 
Tf I ſhould only ak, Who among_you will. join in, and 
preys. pray for the peace of Feruſalem, the Church of the liv- 
ing God ? every one would readily anſwer, I will be for 
one, I for another, God forbid I hold my peace, I 
will pray for the peace of 7eruſalem, Lit them proſper that love 
thee: Peace be within thy walls, and proſperity within thy Pa- 
laces. For my Brethren and companions ſabe I will pray, Peace be 
within thee, becauſe of the Houſe of the Lord our God , I will ſeek 
thy good, 

If it be asked further, and who'will pray for the deſtry- 
Aion'of Babylon ? O, every one of us that havean heart for 
the peace of Feryſaley, Down with it, down with it even 
tothe Ground. Remember, Q Lord, -the Children of Edom, 
inthe day of Feruſalem, who faid; Raze it, razeit even. ra 
the yery foundation. O Daughter of Babylon that art to be 
deſtroyed, happy let him be that rewardeth thee as thou haſt 
ferved us. | 

But would you that your Prayersſhould be heard ? Then 
ariſe out of your places, and fall every man upon a perſonal 
Reformation. Down with yourſin, and out with the world ; 
life up Chriſt in your own hearts, if you would have Anti- 
chriſt fall inthe Earth ; let Chriſt have a name within you 
above every name, and let eyery one that nameth the name 
of Chriſt deparr from iniquity, from his own iniquity 3 ſeek 
not for Corn, and for wine, or for freedom to fit dowreve- 
ry man under his own Vine, and under his own fig-tree, 
where none ſhall make them afraid ; but ſeek the Lord, that 
the Lord God may dwell among you, may delight in you 
and be exalted by you, that you may indeed become the 
people of his Holineſs, and the people of his Prayer ; ſeek 
to be made partakers of his holineſs, and follow after holi- 
neſs, and fo follow after that ye may obtain. Let there be 
ſuch acheart in you, and ſuch an holy defign heartily taken 
up, and zealou{ly purſued by you, and the Lord will certain- 
ly accept you, and anſwer your prayers , and your prophane 
- Ld AL. * _ y wh Enc- 
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. , enemies will then learn to take heed how they again mock 
- or boaſt themſelves againſt the Prayers of the Sai It 
of a great Church-man, that when ſeveral 'Mi- 
niſters were turn'd out of their places for non-conformity, 
he faid in diſdain, Wer'! tun them out, and let them s if they 
can pray them in again. Once lift up | holy ] $ to the 
Ln _ God will give ſuch Ry ns me will take 
boaſting again againſt Prayer. if 
ſhould take unto me} hardined, to ſay aha i wh. 
God ? Doubr not but in a little time you ſhall have this 
fong pur into your mouths, Lo this is our God, we have waited 
for bim, ana *he will ſave us; this is the Lord, we bave waited 
for bim, we will be glad and reoyce in bis ſalvation. 


Hh 


* But if ir muſt ſuffice you to pray, and you will ſtill go on  - 


ro traverſe your old ways, ſuffering your fins and the world 
to- hold the head of you, let nor- ſuch men think they ſhall 
receive any thing of the Lord. | 
| Wherefore once again be exhorted to come to a pointin 
this matter, and determine whart ye will do; If ye will nor 
heartily come in,in this neceſſary defign of advancing in holi- 
neſs,you may even ſtand afide.and fit out from thatofPrayer, 
for any we can expe& from you : But EIT 
ved on the former, and that with all imaginable ſeriouſneſs, 
you will the more in the lacter; ler both go 
mn one, and th look for good ſpeed in either. 
Well, ſhall this Decree immediately go forth ? Say the 
word once, but let it be witn an unalterable reſolution ; at 
leaft, be adviſed to this (which I pray forget not) from 
the day of your- next ſolemn appearing before God in this 
duty of Prayer for the publick, let your Decree be dated; 
and if need be, let tha-very day be written down, and fo 
go, and let it be heedfully profecated ; ay UPOInY re- 
turn of this ſolemn ſervice, let it be a&ually and expreſly re- 
newed; O Lord God of Abraham, Iſaac, and Iſrael, $9 this 
for ever in the imagination of the thoughts of the heart of thy people 
and prepare their heart unto thee, 


FINIS. 


